
The Mowing
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Mowing” is the title for the Petrarchan Sonnet which describes the noise and process involved in mowing. The poem explains how a mower is used to cut and make hay while the sun is still shining especially during the summer and use it for feeding herds during the winter. In the first line of the Sonnet, the poem introduces the voice of the midsummer accompanied by “The rasping vibrant clamour and shrills” of the swath. the poem proceeds in the last stanza to describe the crying of knives which glides on until the swath lies. The sun on the other side, plays its part in the poem by drying the green swath for storing and use in winter. 
The tittle and the content of the poem implies that the summer is the best time to prepare hay. The sunshine scorching in the summer provides a good opportunity for mowing the swath, drying it and making hay for use in the winter. The poet, Sir Charles G.D Roberts implies that it is good for a person to prepare his or her own hay while the sun is shining in the summer because it is not easy to make it during the winter. By preparing early, the farmer or individuals are able to feed their herds happily when the winter comes because they have plenty of feeds in the store. However, if the person fails to prepare early when nature offers the opportunity then there are higher chances that the farmer will struggle and incur much loss because the winter does not give a chance for preparing hay. The poet therefore, attempts to explain that in life it is important to prepare early before facing any task especially in those areas that does not give a second opportunity to avoid failure and loss. 
The poet uses personification throughout the poem. For instance, personification has been used to describe the voice of the mower produced as a result of mowing in the midsummer in the second line of the first stanza which says “The rasping vibrant clamour soars and shrills.’ Personification has also been used in the first sentence of the last stanza which describes the sound made due to the movement of the swath by referring to it as “the crying knives.” The second last line in the poem also reveals personification when the poet says “The spirit of June, here prisoned by his spell,” to show that it is not possible for an individual to start mowing in the winter due to cold and lack of adequate sunshine. Furthermore, the poet concludes the poem by using personification when he says that the spirit of June “May cheer the herds with pasture memories,” to justify the importance of mowing in midsummer and making hay which will sustain the herd before the winter comes to an end. Other than personification, the poet also uses metaphor when he compares the creation of good memories in the herd and the presence of pasture in June. 
In “The Mowing,” the speaker uses words such as “rasping, vibrant, clamour, soars and shrills” in the first stanza to show his awe tone and expectations of the midsummer which compels the mower to mow and make hay before the midsummer comes to an end. The poet also uses the word “prison and spell” while referring to June to show that he is sad about it because the mower cannot mow and make hay during this period which will cheer and create pasture memories for the herd. However, he also uses the word “cheer” and “pasture memories” to show that he is happy because despite that winter is approaching, the herd will still have plenty in store to consume.  Besides, he also uses the word “crying” to describe the gliding movement made by the swath to show that he is sad for the machine that is getting weary after mowing for the entire summer.  
The poet also shifts throughout the poem. For instance, the first stanza begins by showing the enthusiasm for mowing in the beginning of the midsummer accompanied by “rasping, vibrant soaring shrills.” The happy mood for mowing shifts to exhaustion in the last stanza when the poet refers to the sound of the mower by using the word “crying.” The last two lines in the poem shows the exhaustion and relief for the mower when the poet states that despite the presence of June prisoned by its spell, there is plenty hay for cheering the hard. 
The title “The Mowing” implies that it is important to utilize every chance in life well to make the best out of it so that when that opportunity goes away and challenges begins to spring in, then the individual will still have different ways to maneuver, enjoy and make it through the difficult moments.
The main theme in the poem “The Mowing” is hard work. The poet uses the terms such as vibrant, soars, shrills and the clamour to explain how individuals can spot opportunities like the midsummer and approach them with enthusiasm and a zealous attitude like the mower. In the last stanza, the poet describes the mower by saying that it is “crying” but it keeps on gliding until “the green swath lies.” The poem shows that indeed hard work rarely goes unrewarded by showing that after the swath has lied, the chemic rays of the sun shows up to seal it up for preservation and use during the winter. Finally, the poem reveals the fruits and importance of working hard by cheering and creating pasture memories in the herds. It is through spotting opportunities and working hard on individual goals that a person ends up enjoying and getting cheered.  

